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The University of California had a good library and
faculty. Jack enjoyed his work heartily. Though he had
letters on economics and political subjects printed in the
Oakland Times, and stories published in such local magazines
as Evenings at Home and Amateur Bohemian^ he does not
appear to have submitted any material to The Occident, the
University literary publication. He continued to do odd
jobs around Oakland, and when completely broke again went
to Johnny Heinhold, proprietor of the Last Chance saloon
where he had had his first drink of whisky when he bought
the Razzle Dazzle, and borrowed forty dollars.

Though Jack had known since before he was six that John

London was not his father, he had never had a clue as to who

his real father might be. At this time he somehow came in

possession of the Chaney evidence.   He never revealed the

source of his information, but there were several sources

available.  John London, realising that he was nearing the

end of his life, might have told Jack so that he could know

the truth and understand himself better.   He might have

heard the talk of old-timers around San Francisco and

Oakland, many of whom knew his paternity.  His attention

might have been drawn to the Chronicle article about Flora

and Chaney, or he might have been prompted to look up the

announcement of his birth and have found that he had been

born under the name of Chaney.  Lastly, Flora always kept

her marriage certificate, which was dated eight months

after the Chronicle announcement of Jack's birth, and on

which she signed herself as Flora Chaney, in a lockbox which

did not lock !

Jack confided lids discovery to Edward Applegarth while
they were walking in the warm sunshine past the old St.
Mary's College on Broadway. Applegarth reports that Jack
was terribly cut up, and asked permission to use his address
when he wrote to Chaney; he did not wish to hurt his
mother by any sign that he knew of her troubled back-
ground, nor did he want Flora to intercept Chaney's answer.
He asked Chaney for information on the three questions
that were to tormertf an,d torture him to t&e $nd of his dap: